Synopsis of COP Changes – November 27, 2006 Medicare News

Outlined below are the major changes in the Hospital COP's recently published by CMS.  Additionally there is a news release and the full federal registrar pertaining to the changes in the COP.  

 

Section 482.22 COP:  Medical Staff
Requires each patient receive a history and physical examination completed no more than 30 days before or 24 hours after admission and documentation be placed in the medical record within 24 hours of admission. 
 

A physician, oromaxillofacial surgeon, or other qualified individual could complete the H&P in accordance with state law and hospital policy.

 

When a H&P is recorded within 30 days before admission, an updated medical record entry documenting an examination for any changes in the patient's condition is completed and documented in the patient's medical record within 24 hours after admission.
 

These COP's align with the JCAHO standards.

 

Section 482.23 COP:  Nursing Services
Clarifies that, with exception of influenza and pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccines, which may be administered per physician-approved hospital policy after an assessment of contraindications, orders for drugs and biologicals must be documented & signed by a practitioner who is responsible for the care of the patient as specified under S482.12(c) and authorized to write orders by hospital policy & in accordance with State law.

 

Section 482.23(c)(2)(i) & 482.23(c)(2)(ii):
Reinforces current requirements that when verbal orders are used, they are to be used infrequently, and be accepted only by persons authorized by hospital policy & procedures consistent with Federal and State law.

 

Section 482.24 COP:  Medical Record Services
482.24(c)(1):  Requires all patient medical record entries be legible, dated, timed & authenticated in written or electronic form by person providing or evaluating a service provided.

 

Section 482.24(c)(1)(i):  Requires all orders, including verbal orders, be dated, timed, & authenticated promptly by the ordering practitioner, except as noted in following section (ii).

 

Section 482.24(c)(1)(ii):   For a period of 5 years, verbal orders will not need to be signed by the ordering practioner, but could be authenticated by another practitioner responsible for the care of the patient.  

 

Section 482.24(c)(1)(iii):  All verbal orders must be authenticated based upon Federal and State law (in Pennsylvania within twenty four hours ).

 

Section 482.25 COP:  Pharmaceutical Services:
 

Section 482.25(b)(2)(i):
Specifies that all drugs & biologicals be kept in secure areas, and locked when appropriate.

 

Section 482.25(b)(2)(ii):   Requires that scheduled drugs (II,III,IV) must be locked within a secure area.

 

Section 482.25(b)(2)(iii):   Only authorized personnel may have access to locked areas.

 

Section 482.52:  COP Anesthesia Services:
 

Section 482.52(b)(3):  Permits postanesthesia evaluation for inpatients to be completed & documented by any individual qualified to administer anesthesia.  
